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	(22e) New Roles for White Women
	
	



The Industrial Revolution and the Second Great Awakening are both social forces (things that influenced society) that changed the U.S., especially white women.

During the Second Great Awakening, women
(1) converted first;

(2) caused it to grow;

(3) filled churches; and 
(4) formed assistance groups (as part of reform organizations)
Can you explain what “filled evangelical churches in numbers far beyond their proportion in the general population” means? If so, do it!
	emphasis on equality and independence as fundamental U.S. principles
	vs.
	traditional concepts of family life

	love and kindness
	
	discipline


“idea of more cooperative family life began to spread”
All these things:

occurred over a long period of time 
produced an uneven impact 
“Assessing the benefits and limitations of these changes for white women has been the source of a great deal of disagreement among historians in recent years, but it is clear that the new developments of the early-19th century helped to establish gender patterns that have remained strong up to the present day.”
These rapid changes included both positive and negative qualities. 
	
	White women were restricted to a domestic sphere.

	
	White women possessed a new social power as moral reformers.

	
	White women were thought to possess more Christian virtue than men.

	
	Working-class women and enslaved African Americans did not achieve power or recognition.


